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| * The Work will! be publiſhed in Three the Money for the Firſt Number to be 


ſeparate Numbers, printed on a ſmall | paid at the t me of ſubſcriving.: - 
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| HE whole will make one complete V-luine ſma!l 4to. comprehending the 
1” PRINCIPLES of the HEBREW LANGUAGE, on a Plan never 
before publiſhed ; with a Copious 1dex ot E 6: ISH Worms, tranſlated from 
the H-brew Text, as a Key to the Engliſh BIB LE. 
The Work will be cxceedingly uſeiul for both ] EWS 190 . in . 
courſe of Education, and Study of Sacred Literature and Science: For Why 
ſhoald not all Nations (who believe the Holy Scriptures are a Revelation fromm 


5 K. 


4 
* 


GOD) learn the Hebrew Language, in which they are written, as well as the 


Jene ſince, thereby, they would be enabled to underſtand the Law and the 
P+*oPHETS, in whom are hidden the Words of Eternal Lie 

Do not the Mahomerans, whatever they are, Turks. Tartars, Perfians, Mogule-« or 
Moors, all learn Arabic, becauſe Mahomet wrote the Koran in that L 
Wh; then ſhould liberal and enlightened Chriſtians fall ſhort off Turks and Infidets,. - 


iy the Study of Sacred Literature? when it is written, In that day ſhall fue Cities 
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I N all the learned and polite parts of the world, ſeveral books have been pub- 
l:ined, to promote t e knowledge of the Hebrew language, Every author un- 
doubtedly ſtudied the beſt metnod he could think of tor that purpoie ; But ſome 
have ex:ggerated the rules of grammar far above the capacity of youth; and, 
others again, have been fo concile, as not to afford ſufficient rules for forming 
the judgment of learners. Ticte confiuerations led me to compole the followin 
Rud ments, upon a plan between thule two extremes above-mentioned. I have 
divided the contents into twelve general rules, which may be learned in twelve 
months. The ſeven firſt rules relate to the ſtudy of the language; viz The 
readi:g, the writing, the punctuation, the numeration, the conſtruction, the decli- 
nat.un, and the conjugation. Tue fi- e following rules relate to the ſtedy of ſiacred 
literature in the Hebrew language, viz. poetry, rheoric, logic, and ethics. The 
whule adap:cd o the common capacity of every intelligent reader, which will at 
once form their judgment, and open the underſtandiag of youth with the great 
truths r vealed :c us in that language. 


When 1 tound my mind pregnant with this publication, I uttered my purpoſe | 


t tre Hebrew maſters in this town. The Reverend and Worthy R-bb1, at that 
time, put into my hand a Lü tin and Dutch Manual of the Hebrew language, 
printed 1668. In this work I .cund many grammatical beauties, which really 
prove chi- to be the pure univeiſal mother-language. 
the pretace, which will ſhew the {ſentiments of the author on this account in his 
own words, viz. | | EE | 


* Joun Levspen. "All Hail to the kind Reader !“ 


How many are to be fund who exert themſelves ftrenuouſly in the ſtudy of 
% Exotic Languages ou: of mere curioſity ? How much more ovght we to apply 
% ourſelves to the ſtudy of the Hiiy Language, wherein God's word is recorded 
« and his WII re. ealed tous? Tais was the firit language in the world, concreated 
* with Adam, and by it the Moſt High communed with him in Para- 
diſe. All the world was of this language for about ſeventeen hundred years; 
for the e was no other till the confuſion of tongues which took place in the 


and moderns, who did acquire, in a ſhort time, the knowledge of this holy 
language; and, by their pious employment, provoked to jealouiy many idle, 


« unprofitable 
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I have extracted part of 


P ains of Shinar.— We read of many eminent ladies, both among the antients - 


3 2 «tf . 
Fn 1 7 * * 


8 
e en 
3 


«4 * » 4, 
+ - R 2 
"> >" * 883 
4 Js 4 2 . 
8 Ba. 


12 417 


W 


» "=" 1 
8 4 
"AT PE 
1 = As 
r 1 
5 *. 


9 


** unprofitable people of quality, bachelors and ſcholars of divinity, who through 
*« lazineſs or inattention, learn very little or nothing of the ſame. If any inere- 
«© dulcus opponent, ſhould pretend that this language is very difficult to be 
learned, and the auxiliary means are very few, to exerciſe ourſelves in this 
« ſtudy; ſuch an one may eafily be convinced, that the Hebrew is, of all 
7 other languages in the world, the moſt eaſy, copious, and elegant; and that 
«© it is no other than the artleſs oratory of nature's voice, known alike to all 
% nations, therefore ought to be ſtudied by all mankind ; for which purpoſe, 
*« the fol.owing manual is moſt ſincerely recommended. Farewell. 


« JOHN LEUSDEN.” 


In this Rudiments, ſome letters and abbreviations are to be found, which muſt 
be explained as follow; viz. c. g. common gender; . maſculine ; /. feminine; 
p. plural ; / fingular ; d. dual; c. Chaldee ; Hr. Syriac ; nep4h. the conjugation 
nephal ; zh. pihel ; pub. puhel ; 4zph. hiphel ; beph. hophel ; hirtp. hithpabel ; 
rad. radical; /er. ſervile; r. root; 2. numeral; af. affix; ff. ſuffix ; pref. 
pre fix; e. g. as for example. | | 

In the auxiliary book, you have all the roots and primitive words epitomiſed 
tripartitum, in three parts, with their various meanings. You will find the firſt 
letter of the radix ſtanding by itſelf alone at the head of each paragraph; and, in 
the beginning of each verſe, the ſecond letter of the radix is ſet 5 the third and 
-laſt ſyllable of each word, is ſet in the middle, with the meaning of it in Eng- 
liſh. By means of this the ſtudent may tranſlate any word in the Hebrew lan- 
gnage as ſoon as he knows the root of it. IT, | 

The exerciſe of gathering cut the words with the Engliſh tranſlation, will at 
once make a compleat vocabulary, which will both aſſiſt the memory and form the 
judgment of the learner, for which no poflible aid or advantage is ever to-be 
rejected Hence, the ancient Hebrews had three ſorts of Schools for this lan- 
guage: Iſt. The ſchools of the Maſorites, or Hebrew Maſters, who taught the 
children only how to read the language: 2d. The ſchools of the Rabbis, who taught 

the radical ſenſe and ſig nification of words: 3d. The ſchools of the Prophets, who 
taught the Spiritual ſenſe, according to the Mind of the Moſt High :—Thus, the 
three diſtind Princ'ples of the Holy Language were promoted among men; 1ft, 
the body of the letter by the Ma/orites ; 2d. the ſoul and ſenſe of words by the 
' Rabbis; zd. The Spirit and Mind of the Moſt High revealed in theſe words by 
the Prophets, —He, and he only, 6 an Hebrew Profeſſor, who underſbands theſe 


Principles. 
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The AUTHOR, 


RUDIMENTA HEBRAIC A. 


The Rules of GRAMMAR Epitomized. 


"-RULS EF Tue READING. 1 
ff Ae Original Reading, called Matres Le-&#ionis, or the Mother Reading, 


uſed before the art of PunQuation was invented, is as follows; viz. 


taſhrktzpgnſnmlcaitchzvhdegb a 
| WO pay Dana !DNIINTAIAN 


— 


N aN baf N gad da INN ha XN) va[Nt za che xD t= yal ca N lach me f na 
d eſna beſda geinT de[mn hem vent ze NN che teſw ye dg ceſn? le ο meſn2 ne 
12 bi] gi din hi vin zin chil d tif i ei lid mil A ni 
y oſya boſya go[y7 do[ yn hoſy) voſyt zoſyn choſyd toſ ys yeſyn coſyd loſyB moſy3 no 
1 u] 12 buſ 12 gu| 7 duf 171 huſ y vu 13 zu] V chu © tu v yul 15 cu 19 lu] d mul u nu 


Nd ſaſtey ga ND pa Nx tſa N ka ND ra N ſha fe tha DD pat] 5D phal | H cach 
do ſeſdy gel? peſdx tſe dy keſon reſmy ſheſd the D pet] 5D phel [OD mem 
*D ſi y gi pi thi] ki ri] ſhi n th ſo pit] 5D phil | n nin 
vd ſoſyy goſyp poſyx tho vp ko rc|yW ſhoſy thode pot] D phom| 5D poph 
d ſul Y gu] 1Þ pul M tſuſ p kuf 15 ru| ſhuf M thuſd put] c phum| yx tſug 


The letters are all conſonants, and conſiſt of a threefold ſound, open, fender, 
and har/5; which conſound with one another, according to the five organs of 2 
ſpeech ; viz, | 6. 
iſt. Gutturals, y ahachah, which is ſounded by the throat with aſpiration z 
2d. Palatines, dA gaycaak, which is uttered by the palate with gutturals ; 
3d. Linguals, Ny9m7 detleneth, which is pronounced by the tongue with palatines; 
4th. Labials, rde bummapp, which are expreſſed by the lips alone; 
5th. Dentals, WD zeftzreſp, which are articulated by the teeth and tongue. 
PD). fribboleth. In this word the organs of Speech confound together mutually. 


19302 the five double letters, one form called /itere finales, 
118070 nnn. | uſed at the end of words. | 


N. B. By the above Rule, all the powers of Pronunciation are exerted in con- 


Ccurrence with the vowels, which may be called claves maternæ lectionis, or 
keys of the mother reading. 
| | B RULE 
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RULE II. Tus WRITING. 


The Hebrew Language is read and wrote from the right to the left, in the ſame 
order as the following Alphabet ; viz. | | 


n pr D Y Dienen aN Matres leflinnes 
NW YDB 2D Donn ZN Kamers lectiones 
n PYPY ο Draa Therilediones 
Dm PY DY DID Donn & Hirik lectiones 
WAP D Doe  DNINNTAIA RN Holen lectiones 
n D PYDY DID ID  DNMINNTAIARN Shurek lectiones 
NWI PSY DID SD DNINTA AN Patba lectiones 


There are two kinds of Hebrew characters, commonly uſed in writing that 


language; one called the rabbinical character, which is round, and uſed in the 


writings of the rabbis; the other is ſquare characters, uſed in the writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets. This laſt is alſo uſed in modern manuſcripts, being the 
moiſt beautiful and fignificant character in the world. If we would write an 
eaſy and elegant hand in Hebrew, we ought to uſe a blunt pen, with the point 
towards the thumb a little ſhorter. The letters are to be formed exactly as they 
appear in print; for which obſerve that Ber 2 and caph ) are thus diſtinguiſhed, 
the former is angular, the other round. Heth 5 1s diſtinguiſhed from cheth N, 
the ſecond ſtroke of 5 not touching the upper line. Ta N is diſtinguiſhed from 
both, by the deſcending ſtroke on the left being curved, with a dot at the end. 
Grain J is crooked, nun J is ſtraight in the body; ain d is crooked ; va 
ftraight, with a head like a nail; dale/h 7 1s angular, eh round; the long 
caph 7 deſcends lower down than either of theſe ; mem © final is angular; Ja- 


mech © circular, or part round; and eth © is turned in at the top; nem ) is open 


at bottom, inſtead of joining. The vowels are written with the point of the pen 

by one dot, two dots, three dots, a little line, and a croſs, which give the let- 

ters five different ſounds, as a, e, i, o, u, in Engliſh, 
RULE III. Tux: NUMERATION. 


Tax whole ſyſtem of Hebrew letters are uſed as Numerals, to expreſs the 


Order, Number, and Multitude of things; viz. the nine firſt zuits, the nine 


following tens, the reſt and final letters hundreds ; thoſe letters marked with dots 
or little lines at top denote 7hou/ands ; the units, tens, hundreds, and thouſands, 
are compoſed together as in common arithmetic ; but for I” 15 1s ſubſtituted V- 
15, that the holy name 7 jah might not be profaned in the repetition of numbers. 


ExaMPLE 1. The numerals are compoſed of conſonants, according to the fol - 
lowing order ; viz. | 
oO units 


"TY 1 


NN. B. This numeral order of the Hebrew letters is grounded upon divine au- 
thority; and it is one great Scripture myſtery to know the number of the name 


father of twelve tribes; N abi is my father by adding ? ed 10, hence the ten 

commands given to the twelve tribes. This ſort of exerciſe is the firſt kind of 

abſtract reaſoning which the mind of Youth ſhould be accuſtomed to, as ſoon as 

underſtanding begins to bud forth; and they ſhould practiſe upon it every day, 
till they are maſters of the whole art of this holy arithmetic, 


ExaMPLE 2. Obſerve, the Numerals are written either as Ordinals or Car- 
| dinals, maſculine or feminine. | | 


5 : The Cardinals are, Units and tens are thus ex- 

The Ordinals ares maſc. fem. | preſſed. 
the firſt 1ſt TR one 1 MR] Wy 7TWY 11 eleven 

„ the ſecond 2d | OW two 2 ow | — Dp 12 twelve 
n the third 3d | dw three 3 wWhw | — MW 13 thirteen 
the fourth 4th ya four 4 yITX — NaN 14 fourteen 
hn the fifth sib] Dehn five 5 whn] —— NUNN 15 fifteen 
e ihe ſixth Gch] muy fix 6 wy | — MW 16 fixteen 
"WAY the ſeventh 7th | dy ſeven 7 yaw | — Ny 17 ſeventeen 
„„ the eighth 8th | MW eight 8 n | — MINV 18 eighteen 
WAN the ninth gth yen nine 9 yu —— xen 19 nineteen 
% the tenth 1oth | Wy ten 10 Wy A 20 twenty - 


From twenty to hundreds are thus expreſſed. 


ow 3o thirty _ hes Bo eighty 

DO YIIWR 40 forty O/YWN g9o ninety 
OwnAT 5o fifty RD - 100 one hundred 
o'wvy 60 fixty | D 200 two hundred 
D'Y2W 70 ſeventy JR 1000 thouſand 


unit tens | hundreds thouſand: | u.&t. | un. & B. hds. & thds. | thds.&units, 
x 11 *:16 P 100 | N: l000| NW 11 | ND 1lol | PN. 1100 | NN. 1001 
22] 2 20] 5 200 | 21 zoco] I 12 | AD 102 | MN. 1200 | 2003 
a3] zo] w z00| at 3000| I 131 h 1031] wh 1300] 21+ 3003 
T4] 2 40] H 4co] : 4000] 14 TÞ 104 | DN 1400 | 117 4004 
ng 3 50 7] 500 | 1; 5ooo| i 15 | MP log } N' 1500 | MN? 5005 
6d 60] D 600 | : 6000] „ 16 | Þ 106] OR 1600 11** 6006 
„„ 1-700 | m 7000 f Þ 17 ip 10% N 10 % n 
78] D 80 7 800 | N: 8000 f 18 | M 108 | NR 1800 | m 8008 
Dx go| y 900 JI D: gooo] D' 19 DÞ 109] FN 1900 | UD goog 


Rev. 13. 17. f. g. IN ab is father, the number of the name is 12, hence the 


RULE IV. 


Tux art of PunQuation conſiſts in three parts: 1, The vowel points; 2d. 
the tuned accents; 3d. the points appropriated to ſentences. I would inſert a 
ſyſtem of each here; but, de/e&u typorum punctuationis, which muſt be ſupplied 


by the pen. 


EXAMPLE I. The vowel points are fifteen, which govern the mode of Pro- 


nunciation ; VIZ. 


The five wowdl:s. 1 The five ſemi-vowels. 
A ba Kamets ha Patha | 
A be Teri I he Sego/ 

12 bi Hirik N hi L. Hirik 
J bo Holm i ho Katuph 
bu Shuret = hu Kibbutz 


N. B. As practice is the great medium of infruQio 
Scholar, let the ſtudent. take his pen, 


learn this part of PunQuation. 


Theſe points were invented by the Maſorites, or Hebrew Maſters, in order to 
preſerve the original manner of reading; hence, they held pundtuation to be eſ- 
ſential to grammar: But now, the ſpeaking Hebrew is of little or no uſe; it is 
not a language to be za/ked, but written and wnder/tood: If our ideas are diſtinct, 
the difference in pronunciation is of no conſequence. 


ExAMMPLE 2. The tuned accents 


letters various ways; viz. 


1. Dag bes, or a dot in the middle of theſe letters, 1529 12, gd ch pt, 


hardens the ſound. 


2. D Dag bes, or a dot in two letters together, doubles the ſenſe and ſound of the 


word. 


3. Mappik, or a dot in N and 1, enlarges the voice above the meaſure of a com- 


mon vowel. 


4. Raphe, or a daſh over the letter, ſoftens the ſound with an aſpiration, a+: N 5. 
5. Sarka, or a curve daſh over the letter, makes the ſound ſhort and ſh 


E-4.-3 
N. B. The enallage of numbers keeps perpetually from ten to the twentieth, 
the thirtieth, and ſo on. Thouſands are expreſſed ſometimes by the units, and 


ſometimes by the word rx thouſand. CI DN thouſands; and the ſame word, with 


the units prefixed, ſignify the number of thouſands ; e. g. UNA 2000, D 
3000, and ſo on. | 


Tus PUNCTUATION. 


+ * 


LO 


RX X X X 


2 
The five aſpirations. 


aa Sheva 
ae Genubha 
ai Hateph 
ao Kateph © 


an Hamets 


n between Maſter and 
and point every letter, and he will ſoon 


govern the voice in pronouncing words and - 


arp. 
6. Paſia, 


OP OR, THE by : 
PRINCIPLES or Tis HEBREW LANGUAGE. 
IN THREE PARTS. 


 HEBRIACUS PRINCIPIA; 


And Moſes ſaid, The word of this commandment which I command thee this 
day, behold it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in 
Heaven, that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Wh: ſhail go up for us to Heaven, and bring 
it unto us, that we may hear it and do it neither is it bez ond the ſea, that 
thou ſhouldeft ſay, Who ſhall go over the ſea for us, and brirg it unto us, that 


we may hear it and do it? But the word is nigh unto th 


in thy heart, that thou may eſt know it and do it. 


ee, in thy mouth, and 


| 


yy 
” 


a 


ALPHABET 


1 
The LETT ERS. The iumerals thit expreſs Number, Order, and Multitude. 
Shap. Sound. | Nam: Unit, Tens Lana: nes  Thoujand. | U:zits and Tens 
NA ai a |alcph N 1], 1c | © 100 N: loco N' 72 11 eleven 
2|B be ba |beth I 2 3-20] ᷣͤ 290 +- It - #060 2 j6 12 twelve 
2G ge g: | gime! 3 3] zo] W 300 : 3000 I 7g 13 thirteen 
D de da dale J 4D 40| MN 4:0] 7: gocol| I % 14 fourteen 
He ha | neth n5| 350 J 500| N: 5ooof! is fifteen.” 
Vo vaw 6 Þ 60D 620| 6000 Y 7 16 hxieen 
Z x xa Zain T7] y 70]. ͤ³ 77 
N Cha cheth mM 88D 80] J 800 f: Soo Ne 18 eighteen 
Te ta | reth DO GY 92| y gon D: goooll ty t 19 nineteen 
4115 jod — - = _ 
JI Q c ia | caph  Prenxes two Word's Affe, aj:er Woras\ Su ffixes and veruiiles” 
> i. /e la lame N A iin, 6, | N a any | > a/ to, for 
DM ne ma mem 2 in, on, by N ch afterwards d N out of 
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Sb /e ſhin and, fo, alſo N n their 17 47h which was, is 
2 Fhtatha | taw J and his N tn ve J) to thee h to me 
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PART I. 


 GRAMMATICA HEBRAICA; 
= „. THE ts 
HEBREW GRAMMAR. 

Whom mall we teach knowledge, and 1 ſhall we make to underſtand do 


trine ? Them that are weaned irom the milk, and drawn from the breaſts. 
| ; Is A1aH. 


8 — a — 


— 


HA. I. | 
The Orthography of the Hebrew Language. 

1 | I. N ALEPH. . ; 
iſt. HE letter N aleph, as a numeral, ſigniſies one, and, with this mark , 

| ſtands for one thou/and; ſo that NN a aleph ſignifies one thou/and an 
one. In a numeral ſenſe, hd aleph is always taken for one thouſand, or a thou- 
ſand; Hence, it is the leading name for Thouſands, by adding the Letters to 
it; as, rb N a.a/ph one thouſand, DN b.alph two thouſand, &c. 


zd. In a grammatical ſenſe, R is both a radical and ſervile, which forms the 
roots, and alſo expreſſ-s ſome operation of the mind about words; hence, it take 
to it the following Afﬀixes, as particles of ſpeech; vix. 


N co alſo M ehd the firſt, the laſt! NR ert by, with the 
N cos alas, alas! I ech nevertheleſs NR eth thou, ye 
IN en then 8 el not, neither rſte eh moreover 
ND eb than N em if, but WR 2/r who, which 


& i where, whence jd en where,whither N elli lament me 


zd. The letter N aleph, in a liberal ſenſe, ſignifies learning and knowledgt; 
and it is the hieroglyphic of motion, readine/s and activity, as, being ſwift to learn, 
Kc. See the ſenſe of the ſeveral roots of which it is the formative. 


2. x BeTH. - 5 
The letter 3 erb, as a numeral, fignifies 20, and, with this mark 2, 


== 


doc. 


The word is nigh unto 
know it, and do it. 


PART II. 


' OR, THE 


HEBREW .VOCABULARY. 
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thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayeſt 


Da am 


Mos xs. 
2 N 3 IN 
R. DA 45 father max abdot loſt and undone 
NaN aba father, father Mak abdh gone | 
N abi my father Ma abdch thou periſh 
PAR abi his father N. abidh I will deſtroy 
aN abib her father Mad abden Abaddon, d 
PIR abich thy father Mag abdbhb deſtruction 
aN abichm your father R. en 4266 to conſent 
aN abihm thei: father MIR abbb the will 
MAR abot the fathers JIN abo willing 
MN abot; my fathers Mam abea they would 
Eat abotm their fathers roa abiti I would : 
 IDYINAR abtichm your fathers Dry abitn ye would 
R. Zax 266 verdure, ſpring aN abin they will 
AN abs firſt fruĩts R. aN aby O my deſire 
JIN 460 green corn AIR abot ſorrow, want 
N ais ſpring- month wax abiun the beggar 
R. Jax 4264 to abandon Pyvax abionch poor and needy 
Max abab periſhed ba abinim the helpleſs 
Man abde deſtroyed 1YIN abini poor thing 
Mam abdti I periſh R. r abch to be elevated 
ak abdnu we periſh Dad abcho mount up 
Jade avbd ſhall periſh Dad abchu raiſed 
all periſh DN abche proud, aſpiring 


PART III. 


RADICES VOCUM HEBRAICARUM:; 
| OR, THE 
R EW ROOTS 


WHICH EXPRESS THE RADICAL SENSE AND SIGNIFICATION 
OF WORDS ACCORDING TO 9 : 


So they read in the book in the law of GOD Ar, and gave the ſenſe, and 


* Cauled them to underſtand the reading. 
N:HEMIAH, 


wm kg | 
Aleph, a ſervile, a e a radical; to be ſwift to 1 
Aba, Father, the Au hor, firſt invenior, doctor or teacher 
Month Abib, ſpring, green verdure, ſpringing fruits 
to periſh, to be loſt, ro be gone aſtray out ot the way 
to be willing, well-affected, to conſent, to agree, to comply 
to be in ſorrew, in grief, in want, poor and needy, a panic 
to mourn, to weep, a place of mourning, a mournful perſon, Abel 
to be raiſed, to be elevated, to be diſſipated, proud 
a ſtone, to be hard, ſtony ſubſtance, veſſels of ſtone 
to be fat, the Nauen of ſtalls and ſtorehouſes 
to wreſtle, to raiſe a duſt, the wings cf the wind, powders 
to tower, or mount vp as a bird by its wings 
42 g J to collect, to bind in bundles, troops, bands, armies 
a g * nuts, walnuts, the granuts, or all nuts, parterres 
a g a drop, ſmall particles of water, rain and dew dropping 
2 gm a pool or lake, bulruſhes, reeds, and ponds of water 
4 gun a cup, bowl, or baſon, goblets, and flaggons 
agpþ Gomer and all his bands, wings of armies, troops 
agr yy. together, the contents, letters, pieces of money 
a 4 © to grieve, to mourn, to be troubled in mind 2 
adm 0 Auk Adamah, new carth, red and ruddy 
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1ſt. Ir is an eſtabliſned maxim among the learned, that every ſcience hath 
a peculiar language Proper to itſelf, with certain terms of art, whether it be 
phyſic, philoſophy, or divinity. Divinity is that ſupreme ſcience which 1s 
eſſentially neceſſary to be known in all nations: And the only pure ſyſtem of 
ſaving knowledge revealed to us is written in the original Hebrew, where the 
mind of the Moſt High is expreſſed in a pure language, as it is written, To the 
law and to the prophets, if they ſpeak not according to them, it is becauſe there is no 
light in them. : FE 
2d. The Hebrew language, called alſo the Holy or Sacred language, is al- 
lowed by the learned, to be that admirable gift of God to man, whereby he can 
paint ſpeech with hieroglyphic or holy characters, every letter of which conveys 
certain thoughts and ideas to the mind; which muſt, therefore, be a perfect 
ſignification of the ſubject. Hence it follows, that a language compoſed of ſuch 
expreſſive letters, muſt neceſſarily be the moſt copious revelation of the mind of 
the Moſt High; which will appear as ſoon as the word is ſpoken, and the cha- 
racters conſidered. Thus, the tables were the work of God, and the writing was 
the writing of God, graven upon the tables on the one fide, and on the other were they 
written. 
zd. The primitive knowledge of divinity came immediately from God to 
man. The ſecondary knowledge is, that which we learn through the medium 
of language, The Hebrew being the only pure original language in which the 
divine law is written, and the mind of the Moſt High revealed; muſt therefore 
be conſidered as a treaſure of light and truth unto all nations, and the only 
Uzim and ThuMmiM left in the world, which is the light and perfection of all 
the languages of the nations: For there is not a language in the world, but the 
Hebrew, which hath not been polluted with the Babylonian principles that firſt 
began in the Plains of Shinar, and have ſpread over all nations of the earth, to this 
day. Nevertheleſs we know there is an antient prophecy, Iſai. xix. 18. Zeph. 
111. 9. where it is written, The Moft High will turn to the people a pure language, 
and they ſhall be taught of God, frem the leaſt to the greateſt ; and then they * 8 
| ea 
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5 ET - 
ſpeak the language of Canaan ; that is, the language of truth, righteouſneſs and 
. ace. : oF 
HE; 8. In a courſe of ſacred literature and ſcience, which the teachers of ſaving 
knowledge muſt paſs through, it were to be wiſhed the original text was ſtudied 
be.” more, and profane authors leſs: Our young divines are ſent to ſchool, and in- 
a ſtead of learning ſacred zheo/ogy in Hebrew, which 1s its native language, they are 
put to the immediate ſtudy of heathen nytbology, in the native languages of Greek 
and Latin poets, who ſpeak to us in their writings with all the ues of art rhetoric, 
if not with art magic; witneſs all that Babylonian ſyſtem of ſemi-gods and demi- 
gods, which our young divines are taught ſo wonderfully to admire; and which 
have ſuch an effect on them, that they think of no other divinity but that, which 
die with them. a Bros 
- 5th. It is a cruel circumſtance for young gentlemen, of fine genius, to ſpend ten 
or twelve years of the beſt time of life in purſuit of vain learning, and the 
language of heathens, while ſacred literature and the Hebrew language lie ne- 
glected, even by the profeſlors of divinity. But inſtead of making young 
gentlemen ſpend ſo many years in learning Latin, let them appropriate one year 
for the ſtudy of Hebrew, which will open their underſtanding with the Old Teſta- 
ment truths : Then another year for the ſtudy of Greek, which will, in the ſame 
manner, acquaint them with the New Teſtament ; ſo that their minds would be 
ſtrongly fortified againſt Deiſin before they enter upon the Latin, which muſt be 
acquired from the claflic authors, all of whom were heathens. And it is written 
of them that, every abomination to the Lord, which he hateth, have they done unto 
their Gods; therefore take heed to thyſelf, that thou be not ſnared by enquiring after 
their Gods: © Neither make mention of the name of their Gods; ſaying, how did theſe 
nations ſerve their Gods? Therefore it is high time for the heathen aythology to 
be blotted out of the book of education. 

Gth. Bat as for the ſyſtem of ſacred literature and ſcience, Moſes commanded 
the people ſaying, rheſe words ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and 
avhen thou walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft down, and when thou giſeft up : 
Aud thou ſhalt bind them for a fign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be as frontlets be- 
tabeen thine eyes: And thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts of thine houſe, and on thy 

gates: And they ſhall be for a fizn unto thee upon thine hand, and a memorial between 
thine eyes, that the law of the Lord thy God may be in thy mind, and in thy mouth, 
before all men. | 

7th. Though it cannot be denied, that religious and devout men, from the 
beginning of time, did take care to inſtruct their children and families in the 
knowledge and fear of God, yet for many ages there is no mention made of 
academies, or ſchools of divinity, erected for that purpoſe. The ſchools or col- 
leges of the prophets, are the firſt of which we have any accounts in ſcripture, 


where the ſons of the prophets Ci. e. their ſcholars and eiſciples) lived in the 
; holy 
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holy exerciſe of ſacred literature and ſcience, ſtudying the law, and receiving 
tlie revelations of God, for the good of the people. here the kings of the earth 
came for counſel ; and there they nurſed up men of ſcience, citizens and ſaints, 
Sch. The ſchools of the prophets were ſucceeded by Hnagogues and proſeaches, 
or places of prayer, where the people aſſembled for the promotion of ſaving 
knowledge, under a preſident appointed for that purpoſe. The method of teach- 
ing in the ſynagogues and ſchools of divinity, is obſervable in the New Teſta- 
ment. When Jeſus Chriſt was abour twelwe years of age, he was found in the temple, 
fitting in the midſt of the doctors, both hearing them, and aſting them queſtions: And 
all that heard him were afloniſhed at his underſtanding and anſwers. 
' gth. By this we underſtand, that the doctors of divinity gave a general li- 


| berty to any perſon to propound queſtions to them upon the law and the prophets, 


to which they gave anſwers for the edification of the people, as well as for the 
information of the perſon who applied to them for the knowledge of the truth. 
For it is written, the prieſts lips ſhall keep knowledge, and the people ſhall learn the 


law at his mouth. So they read in the book in the law of God diſtinctly, and gave the 


{enſe, and cauſed them to underſtand the writing. | 

10th. It is allowed by the learned, that there is nothing extant this day in the 
world, either more antient, or more authentic, than the five books of Moſes, written 
in the pure Hebrew, which appears to be the moſt antient of all languages in the 


world: Yea, ſome among the learned ſay, that it was the language ſpoken by Adam 
in Paradiſe, and that the ſaints will ſpeak it in Heaven; alledging that it is ſo 


conciſe, and yet ſo ſignificant, ſo pathetic, and yet ſo free from levity or bom- 
baſt, as of all languages to approach neareſt to that of ſpirits, angels, and intel- 
lectual beings, who need no words for conveying their ideas to each other, as 
they know every operation of the mind without mentioning it in words as we do. 

11th. Be that as it may, this we know, that the Hebrew, ſuch as we have it in 
the holy ſcripture, is a very pure, regular, and pathetic language, in the ſtudy of 
which, three different ſenſes may be os ro : Iſt, the literal; ad, the 
grammatical ; zd, the liberal ſenſe. Theſe three ſenſes, or meaning of ſcrip- 
ture, may be obſerved in the word JERUSALEM, which, according to the 


grammatical ſenſe, ſignifies the 2½%on of peace; and, according to the literal 
ſenſe, it means the capital city of Judea: But, according to the liberal ſenſe, it 


may be applied to many things, both metaphorical and allegorical ; ſuch as the 
City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, the general aſſembly of ſaints, &c. 
This is the office of an Hebrew profeſſor to expound, and explain the various ſenſe 
of ſcripture. Study rightly to divide the word of truth, then you will be a workman 
approved unto God, that needeth not to be aſhamed. | 

12th, In this principium of the Hebrew language, I have followed the ſcrip- 
ture ſenſe, and divided the work into three parts, ſor the capacity of learners : 
1ſt, the Grammar, which contains eaſy rules for reading, and ſtudying the He- 
brew text; 2d, the Vocabulary, which is an alphabetical ſyſtem ws Hebrew 
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eee tranſlated into Engliſh; 3d, the Lexicon, which is a ſhort explanation of 
wie roots that explain the radical ſenſe and ſignification of words according to 
3 ſeripture, together with a copious index of Engliſh words tranſlated from the 
_  - Hebrew text of the holy Bible; in which I have collected the ſentiments of the 
bpeſt Hebrew authors, with the aſſiſtance of the reverend and worthy Hebrew 


= maſters in the iſland of Jamaica. 


* 
* 


Iz th. To render the ſtudy of Hebrew more eaſy and attainable, no better 
= expedient could be propoſed, than that of giving the ſtudent an opportunity of 
=_ comparing it with the Engliſh tranſlation ; for which purpoſe that edition pub- 
== liſhed by ANsELM BayLy, ſub-dean of his Majeſty's chapels, is the cheapeſt 
_—x and beſt in the world, with the Hebrew and Engliſh. But that edition of the 
_— literal tranſlation, is the beſt adapted for learners, as it is an eſtabliſhed rule 


= for ſtudying the learned languages, firſt to give a literal tranſlation of the original 
—_ word for word; then a liberal tranſlation in proper ſentences ; and, laſt of all, 
1 an illuftration of the text according to the rules of grammar, which laſt, is the 
office of an Hebrew profeſſor. | | 
I4th. When the Hebrew ſtudent has learned the letters, and can read the 
words; then he may be ſaid to have a literal knowledge of the language: But to 
have a grammatical knowledge of the Hebrew, he muſt underſtand the uſe of let- 
= ters equally as radicals, ſerviles, and numerals ; and alfo the uſe of words both as 
= principles and particles of ſpeech ; and laſtly the affixes, ſuffixes, prefixes, and partici- 
== ples of the Hebrew language, upon which the whole art of grammar depends; 
+) = with ſome rules for punctuation and pronunciation according to the rules of rhetoric, 
_ 15th. The Hebrew grammar, which is the key of the whole, conſiſts in four 
1 ' 8 parts, viz. Orthography, Analogy, Syntax, and Proſoay, | 
iſt. Orthography, which teacheth the true uſe of Hebrew letters, either as radi- 
cals, ferwiles, or numerals ; and the art of forming them into roots, and roots into 
1 8 words, by adding the ſerviles, and changing the vowels, according to the rules 
_ - of grammar. | 
9 : 2d. Analogy, which teacheth to know the ſeveral parts of ſpeech in the Hebrew 


23 


= language, and to diſtinguiſh the principles from the particles of the language, 
* with the various ſignification of words, either literal, grammatical, and meta- 
1 phorical, according to the rules of /og:ch. 
"|; 34. Syntax, or the art of compoſing ſentences in Hebrew, and diſpoſing the 
1: 8 words in their right ca, gender, number, per/on, mood, tenſe, and place, in a ſen- 
- | tence, according to the rules of compoſition and criticiſmn. 3 55 
r 4th. Præſody, or the art of pundtuation and pronunciation of Hebrew words, ac- 
TE cording to the proper guarntiiies, accents, and emphaſis, both in proſe and verſe, 
. agreeable to the rules of rhetorick. | 
—  : Theſe four parts comprehend a compleat ſyitem of Hebrew grammar, which he 
uo often and carefully reads over, will ſoon be a good proficient in the Hebrew 
language, with the ſmall aſſiſtance of an Hebrew maſter. - 
EE. . - : | IOtnh, 


\ 


regular and irregular, with all their conjugations, moods, tenſes, participles, 


&c. and every particle, whether word or letter, in all its various ſenſes and com- 


poſitions, in one uniform, grammatical method ; the ſame from one end of the 
vocabulary to the other, preſented to the ſtudent's eye in one beautiful view; 
ſhewing him not only how every word is derived from its proper root, but alſo 
how it is declined and varied in all its forms; and how, as it changes its ſituation 
and form, it changes its force and fignification, in all the places of ſcripture 
where it is uſed ; which muſt at once give great ſatisfaction and pleaſure to the 


mind; and if the learner runs over all the branches regularly, under any root, 


he will readily acquaint himſelf with every form in which it 1s uſed, and render 
all its ſenſes and variations familiar, whenever he meets with any of them 
in reading the Hebrew Bible; and thus (having firſt carefully read and well 
digeſted the rules of grammar), one may eaſily become maſter of the Hebrew 


language, A thing greatly to be defired by all thoſe who wiſh to be acquainted 
with the ſyſtem of ſaving knowledge. 


17th. In the lexicon to the roots, I have inſerted an explication of the various 


ſenſes, both natural and figurative, upon a collection of all the texts where the 
words under the root occur. This will be of great ſervice to explain, in a ve 
eaſy manner, the language of ſcripture, and to ſhew the force and beauty of the 


Hebrew tongue; even to ſuch as have never learned it, and to recommend it to 


the ſtudy of thoſe who are diſpoſed to learn it, as the moſt eligible method of at- 
taining to a ſaving degree of knowledge. For there you have in one view, the 
primitive ſenſe of the word of God; which being once ſettled, their lies no 

appeal to any other writings in the world : Becauſe there are no other books in 
all the world in the pure original Hebrew, but the books of the Old Teſtament. 
A judgment therefore, duly formed upon them, muſt be abſolutely deciſive. 
Now may all thoſe who profeſs to believe the Holy Scriptures are a revelation 
from God, apply themſelves to the ſtudy of them; and may this work prove an 
effectual means of engaging and aſſiſting in the ſtudy of the Hebrew text, which 
is, by far, the moſt excellent of all literature, 
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16th. In the vocabulary, I have collected and compiled the nouns, in all thein 
forms, numbers and genders, with all their affixes and ſuffixes ; and the verbs _ 
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